
Daniel 6:10-12,16-23 – Stand Up For Jesus 

Have you ever seen the Movie “The Ghost and the Darkness?” It came out in the 90’s. It’s a portrayal of an 

event that took in Kenya in the late 19
th

 century. Colonel John Patterson was ordered to oversee the building of 

a railway bridge over the Tsavo river in Kenya. One morning shortly after his arrival Patterson woke up and 

discovered that a handful of his workers had been dragged from their tents and eaten by lions overnight.  This 

obviously spooked the remaining workers, so they built barriers around the camp.  It didn’t work.  The lions 

crawled right through, dragged their new victims out, and did the same thing.  So they lit bonfires at night and 

set curfews.  It didn’t work.  The lions continued to get in and devour their victims.  There were only two lions, 

but each of them was over nine feet long, and between the two of them, they eventually dragged away 135 

victims.  The lions became known as the Tsavo Maneaters.   

 Lions are powerful animals. You can understand why Daniel’s government chose the lion’s den as 

punishment for its worst criminals and most violent men. Lions, when hungry, when threatened, are ferocious 

and terrifying.  And that’s what makes Daniel’s act such a powerful example for us.   

King Darius of Babylon had just issued a decree that every person in his kingdom, for the next 30 days, must 

bow down to and worship only him with the promise of being the next meal for the lions to anyone who 

disobeyed him.  And Daniel doesn’t do it. More than that, Daniel   prayed to God.  And he didn’t just pray.  He 

prayed out in public where people could see him.   

See, Daniel had always done this. This was his routine, and people knew it, knew he served his God above all. 

And he wouldn’t change that for anything, even if his government told him he had to. And as a result, wicked 

men brought his disobedience to the king. 

And “the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lion’s den.  The king said to 

Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you.”  (17) A stone was brought and placed 

over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so 

that Daniel’s situation might not be changed.” 

Daniel knew those lions were far more dangerous than even the Tsayo Maneaters. These were wild lions 

that had been kept in captivity, even starved, so that the first piece of meat thrown their way (alive or dead), 

would be torn to pieces at once.  And yet even in the face of being ripped to pieces, Daniel stood up for Jesus.  

So what about you Christians?  When people threaten your faith, when friends, maybe family members, 

or classmates attack you like lions because your Bible doesn’t agree with their beliefs, do you stand up for your 

Lord and his Word?  

 Shouldn’t we all? Isn’t that what the reformation is all about? It’s what a man did 500 years ago? It’s 

why the hymn we’ll sing this morning is called “Stand up, stand up for Jesus” and not “Sit down and keep it to 

yourself for Jesus.”   

Daniel knew exactly what it meant to stand up for his God in the face of lions. And that’s because Daniel was 

confident that the God who was able to drive apart the waters of the Red Sea, who was able to bring down 

Jericho’s walls with trumpets and shouts, the God who brought down a giant with a stone and a sling, was 

certainly able to save him from these monsters….which is exactly what God did.  

When King Darius checked on Daniel in the morning, Daniel was alive. “My God sent his angel, and 

he shut the mouths of the lions.  They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight.  

God was watching over Daniel, just as he is watching over you. He sees you when you stand up for him. But he 

also sees you when you don’t. But when you fail him, He doesn’t pretend like he doesn’t know you.  Instead, he 

says, “Father, forgive them; throw my life to the lions, but spare them.” You have a God who is always 

watching over your life and salvation, who promises always to be strong and courageous for you while you 

strive to do the same for him.   

500 years ago, Martin Luther was expelled from his church for taking a stand on God’s Word.  He was 

constantly on the run from lions of men while bringing out the truths we have today. And he wasn’t the first to 

do that. Another man named Polycarp, a second century Christian was told he, like Daniel, would be thrown to 



the lions unless he denied that Jesus Christ was the man who saved him.  He wouldn’t.  He courageously 

confessed it.  And they didn’t feed him to the lions.  Instead, they tied him to a stake and set him on fire.  

But that pain is long gone and right now, standing right alongside Daniel, his flesh doesn’t have a single burn 

because you, dear Christians, can trust your God to defend you when you stand up, from every devil, every 

enemy, and every lion that tries to keep you from him. Just as he did with Daniel: 

“The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den.  And when Daniel was lifted from 

the den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.” 

 

 

Matthew 10:16-23: Remember Who Sends You Out 

We celebrate the Reformation on the Sunday closest to October 31 because that’s the day Luther posted the 95 

Theses on the door of the castle church in Wittenberg. That was the event that really got the Reformation 

rolling. And it’s a fine date to celebrate the restoration of God’s truth to the church, just as long as we realize 

it’s not the only date that mattered.  

There was an even-more influential event which took place 3 years later in 1521. That’s when Luther stood all 

by himself in front of the Supreme Court of the 16th century at the Diet of Worms—face to face with the Holy 

Roman Emperor, a room full of princes, and the brass of the Roman Catholic Church—All who commanded, 

“Take back what you’ve said or else.” 

The choice was clear: he could have God’s truth or save his own skin. And keep in mind that we have the 

luxury of hindsight. He didn’t.  

Luther asked for a day to think it over. I doubt he got much sleep that night. The next day they called him up 

again for his answer. He got up and spoke the words you’ve probably heard before: Unless I am convinced by 

the testimony of the Scriptures I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive to 

the Word of God. I cannot and will not take back anything. Here I stand. God help me.  

And you know what they did? Do you think they said, Well maybe you’re right, Marty. Let’s get out some 

Bibles and you can show us where we’ve been going wrong and what the Bible says about God’s 

forgiveness—and the Reformation flourished under their blessing? Not quite. They declared him an outlaw, 

gave him a three-week head start, but after that they’d send the wolves on Martin Luther. 

What Luther was saying was true, so what was he doing wrong that so many people opposed him? It’s almost as 

if Jesus had sent him out like a sheep among wolves.  

Do you suppose that could be the reason why Jesus said these words to his twelve disciples when he sent them 

out with his message of forgiveness? So that when they found themselves on trial, on the run, and in prison on 

account of their work for Jesus, when they saw families torn in two over their Lord, they wouldn’t jump to the 

conclusion that they were wrong? Could it be that maybe he says this, so that we know what to expect when we 

“stand firm”?  

Jesus is getting us ready for what we’re to face. But unfortunately, like other things in life, the expectation of 

hard times, doesn’t make them any easier.  

I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  It sounds so daunting and dangerous and the opposite of 

encouragement. But did you notice, there aren’t just two sets of characters in that sentence: sheep and wolves. 

Did you catch the third? It’s the subject, I (Jesus), and all of the grammar in the greek puts the emphasis on 

him. All the rest is true too: the persecution, betrayal, rebellion and death. But Jesus assures his disciples that 

when they face all those things, it’s not just sheep and wolves in the picture: I am sending you. You’re not 

going alone.  

When the disciples stood before governors and kings Jesus wasn’t going to leave them. And that means 

Christians that when you stand before your kings and princes and emperors (who may just happen to be your 

friends, classmates, coworkers, and family) he’s not going to let his words that you speak fall to the ground no 

matter how much you stammer.  



Christians, remember who sends you out: I, Jesus says, “I, who will never leave you or forsake you, I, who will 

carry all your burdens, I, who humbled myself, becoming obedient to death even death on a cross, and rose, that 

you might live. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go.” 

Christians, stand firm to the end by the power of the one who sends you. As Luther wrote in his famous 

reformation hymn which we’ll sing in a few moments: He’s by our side upon the plain, with his good gifts and 

Spirit. And do what they will, hate steal, hurt or kill, though all may be gone, our victory is won; the 

kingdom’s ours forever.  

We’ll continue with the singing of Luther’s hymn: A mighty fortress is our God.  

 

 

 

Romans 3:19-28: What Does it Mean to Be Lutheran? 

 

What does it mean to be a Lutheran? That’s the question that’s been out on the church sign over the last 5 weeks 

as celebrate 500 years since the reformation.  

What is a Lutheran? What makes you a Lutheran? Is it the fact that you have this uncontrollable urge to sit in 

the back of church? Is it that you think you have an assigned seat in this building with your name on it in 

invisible ink? Is it the fact that you know all about the life of a man named Martin Luther, who doesn’t have a 

“king Jr” on the end of his name? We can maybe laugh at those things, probably because most of them are true. 

But I don’t know that it really answers the question out on that sign.  

What is a Lutheran?  

I think there’s a section of the bible that describes pretty well what a Lutheran is. And it’s right here in front of 

us this morning in Romans chapter 3. A Lutheran is very simply, someone who knows sin, and someone who 

knows grace.   

We live in a world where many people, even many churches try to ignore sin. Some think that talking about sin 

makes people too uncomfortable, feel too bad about themselves. “A church is supposed to make people feel 

good!” they say.  

A true Lutheran, though, understands what Paul talks about this morning. He doesn’t gloss over sin because it 

makes people feel bad. Actually, he says that God intends to make us feel bad about ourselves. “All have 

sinned, he says, and fall short of the glory of God.” He specifically wipes out any chance of boasting, and he 

doesn’t allow any excuses, because God gave the law “so that every mouth be silenced and the whole world 

held accountable to God.”  

If you are a Lutheran, you understand sin. You understand that it infects every single person in here. And most 

important of all, you understand the that it infects you.  

But that can’t be all we understand. For years, that was the condition Luther himself was in. He knew he needed 

something. Then he opened God’s word, and Luther became what we would call a Lutheran. He not only 

understood sin, but he also understood grace.  

This text makes it very clear what exactly God’s grace is: Paul says, “This righteousness from God comes 

through faith….all are justified freely by his grace that came through the redemption that came by Christ 

Jesus…A man is justified by faith apart from observing the law.”  

Why do we make such a big deal out of Reformation this year? Why did we spend 5 weeks on it? Well, it’s not 

because we’re celebrating 500 years of being better than everyone else because we’re Lutherans. We’re not 

falling down and worshiping Martin Luther either. We celebrate reformation to take some time and appreciate 

the gift that God has given to us in his preservation of the Word, and to pray that he would continue keep us 

faithful in it.   



We as Lutherans celebrate 500 years of reformation to once again resolve to say, “Here I stand, on the Word of 

God – the Scripture alone that promises I am saved by grace alone, through faith alone.”  

 

So what is a Lutheran? It doesn’t have anything to do with your German heritage, how dark you like your beer, 

how much you like the organ, where you sit in church, or whether or not you have your name on the bottom of 

all your casserole dishes. It has everything to do with what you believe about God’s Word. Because being a 

Lutheran means that you believe God’s Word is the truth, Period.  It means you will stand on the Word no 

matter what. It means you know what sin is, but you also know what Grace is. And knowing  the truth of 

Salvation by grace alone gives you your answer to the question we’ve been asking over the last 5 weeks. What 

does it mean to be Lutheran? It means all glory belongs to God alone. Amen.   

 


