
 
 

Christ IS in Control – 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

59 people shot dead at a concert. 11 people run over by a truck driver in park. 26 lives taken while worshipping 

in God’s own house. I think we’re seeing a pattern of violence around our world right now, and there is very 

little to no control over it. Some blame it on guns, some blame it on government, and still others blame it on 

lack of attentiveness to the emotional and mental needs of our fellow man. Some say we need to improve as a 

nation, become more aware. But whatever solution is suggested, the bottom line is, it’s human beings, trying to 

find an answer to something over which they really have no control.  

And if you’re a parent or grandparent, as many of you here today are, and you hear about young children among 

those murdered last week, you can’t help but think of your own can you? Losing a child is really a parent’s 

worst fear. And yet here’s another sobering fact this morning: You and I don’t have control over their lives 

either, as much as we might like to think that we do.  

I can stop walking in city parks, I can stop going to concerts, I can stop worshiping with other believers, but 

living as if death is not a reality, both for me and my kids, isn’t honest. Acting as if we have ultimate control 

over our lives and our loved ones, is arrogance. The truth is, no matter how much I do, I can’t control whether 

my child lives or dies any more than I can with myself. And that began already back in the book of Genesis. 

The fall into sin. Paul refers to it today when he says, “Death came through a man…in Adam, all die.”   

God didn’t create the world like it is today. He created it all “very good,” in other words perfect. And he gave 

man one command. Don’t eat from that tree in the middle of garden. And what did man do? He wanted control, 

he wanted what God had, so he ate, and in an instant, “death came to all men.”    

I don’t think anyone denies the effects of Adam’s sin. After all we see it from early on: A little child just 

starting life observes grandparents or pets dying.  A young adult at the peak of life’s power feels his physical 

powers starting to slip.  Young or old, men or women, all inevitably acknowledge with Job, “Man born of 

woman is of few days & full of trouble.  He springs up like a flower & withers away; like a fleeting shadow, 

he does not endure.”[JOB 14]   

The thing is, we all like that idea that Adam had, that we’re somehow in control. No one likes to be helpless. 

And so we naturally tell ourselves, if we live right, keep away from fast food, eat more kale and drink less soda, 

if we keep our child out of harm’s way, send them to the right schools, if we keep them on the right path, we 

can protect them from anything, and we’ll at least have that sense of control. But the reality is: We’re wrong. 

But what we sometimes don’t realize, is that we WANT to be wrong about that.  

That’s kind of Paul’s point this morning. You see, Paul doesn’t want to build you up in yourself and your own 

ability. Paul is reminding his readers, that they want to be wrong. Because being wrong means admitting who is 

truly in control of your life. And it’s not you.  

Our sinful nature doesn’t like that fact. Did you that about 80-90 % of the pacific northwest is unchurched? In a 

recent survey, one of the most common reasons given for avoiding church and really God altogether, was to 

escape it. Escape religion; escape God, to not be “held back” but to be in control of own’s life.   

That’s the way many in Paul’s original audience in Corinth felt too. Sure they had their pantheon of Zeus who 

they thought lived high atop Mount Olympus with hundreds of gods and demigods. But usually the Greeks 

hoped their gods would stay out of their life, and just not cause trouble.  

I think that’s the feeling of many today in our world too. When things are going well, we feel in control. When 

things aren’t, God gets the blame. Fortunately friends, though we too sometimes blame him, turn away from 

him, try to escape him by finding every excuse not to come hear his word, he doesn’t turn away from you.  

Jesus is your true good shepherd, the one Ezekiel promised in today’s first lesson who meticulously governs and 

controls your life with you in mind. 
 
I will search for the lost and bring back the strays. He says, I will bind 

up the injured and strengthen the weak…I will shepherd the flock. In other words, “I know you, when you’re 

hurting, I see your pain. I know when your life seems out of control. But don’t worry, I have this.”  



 
 
As Paul says today, Jesus has all things under his feet. That’s an immense comfort Christians. For as our 

children reminded us today in their song,  “we know that in all things, God works for the good of those who 

love him.” He in complete control of your life here, and he’s also in complete control of your eternal life.   

That latter fact was a major concern for Paul’s original audience, the Corinthians. Death has a way of causing us 

to doubt God’s control. These people couldn’t see how the bodies of their loved ones which laid so still on the 

day of their funeral, which decayed to nothingness in the grave, could possibly be raised to life again. They 

even had doubts about Jesus’ resurrection. And so starting a few verses before our text this morning Paul 

reminds us that Jesus’ resurrection is proof of his complete and total control. He says this, “For what I received 

I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he 

was buried, that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared to Peter and to the Twelve…..Christ 

has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  

Paul calls Christ the “firstfruits” in this section. That’s an extremely significant assurance Christians. Let me 

explain: In the Old Testament, The Israelites brought the first of their harvest to the Lord as a sign that the 

whole harvest belonged to him. With those first fruits, they knew there was more to follow.  

Jesus was the firstfruits of those who died and rose again. And because Jesus rose, because he showed his 

power over death, we know that we too will rise. This fact, is the pledge of sure and certain hope, even when 

you feel helpless and out of control. It’s the promise that when that line on the monitor goes flat, that’s not the 

end. It’s the promise that what we see in the funeral home and cemetery isn’t it. It’s the promise that when we 

look out at this world that’s out of our control, helplessness isn’t hopeless.  Yes we will die, but we will rise 

again. The fact that Christ was the firstfruits, means that we will most certainly follow.  

Christians, Jesus is in complete control of your life, and your eternal life. Sure, we try to protect ourselves and 

our children by locking the doors, using seat belts, teaching our kids to be careful around strangers. But the 

greatest way to keep your child safe, is to bring them to the Word. To teach them about their king who keeps 

them spiritually safe until the end. Their Jesus who is watching over them every day of their lives.  

When something like the shooting in texas happens, teach your children that they do not have to live in fear, and 

remember that for yourself as well. Not because you are in total control, but because you have a King who is. 

Jesus, who will one day put everything, even the last enemy, death, under his feet. So as you wait, be still, 

because He is on your side.  

 

Matthew 27:27-31 - What Kind of King Do You Follow?  

If King Jesus is really ruling over everything, has the power to do anything, then why does he sometimes 

seemingly do nothing? What kind of king do you follow?  How do you answer those type of questions about 

Jesus? Because I’m guessing most of you have heard something like it.  

 Tell me, do you ever start here, in Matthew?  Do you say, “Let me tell you about this great king who did 

nothing as his enemies completely overpowered and humiliated him”?  Probably not.  I think we’re much more 

inclined to start by telling them about the feeding of the 5000 or changing water into wine, walking on water,  

healing the blind and raising the dead. Those things are true.  But whenever you talk about Jesus as king, you 

still have to get back here eventually.   

 And you not only have to explain this to them, but also the increasing amount of madmen running 

around country today, shooting up concerts and churches, because so far not one single police officer, president, 

king, or God has been able to stop them.  

And if you say, “Well my God has the power to heal the sick and raise the dead;” then take a walk 

through the children’s wing of the medcenter this afternoon and explain to the unbelieving world why they’re 

the foolish ones for wondering why they aren’t being healed.  

 We know God is in control. Paul told us everything is under Jesus’ feet. But do you ever wish God 

would just show his power a little more often?  I mean, if he would just do a few more miracles, if he would just 



 
 
come through for me a bit more when I ask him, fix my marriage, heal my loved ones, if he would just act a bit 

more like a king of power who we really can trust to always take care of his children.  

 I think one of Jesus’ most astounding miracles happened just a few hours before this morning’s Gospel 

account.  Jesus was in the Garden of Gethsemane with his disciples.  Judas had just betrayed him and 

surrounded him with dozens of armed soldiers.  “Who are you looking for?” Jesus asked them.  “Jesus of 

Nazareth,” they said.  “I am he,” Jesus replied – and they all immediately fell to the ground like a bunch of 

bowling pins.   

 And that was just the first of a couple miracles that night.  Right after that is when Peter pulled out his 

sword and cut off a soldier’s ear.  Jesus told Peter to put away his sword, picked the ear up off the ground, and, 

in front of all the soldiers, put it back on the man.  Then, Jesus looked at the soldiers and said, “Let these men 

go.”(John 18:8)  And they did.  The angry, blood-thirsty soldiers who were there to arrest Jesus and silence his 

followers, took advice from the man they were arresting; advice that was completely contrary to the orders they 

had been given. 

 Three awesome miracles in about three minutes.  And if he would just do that a little more often; if he 

would just flex his muscles a little more, if he would do something so that he and his people don’t always have 

to look so helpless, then, do you know how many people would listen?  Do you know how people today would 

treat him?  Probably just like they did back then.   

After those three miracles, not one soldier changed his mind about him.  They still arrested him, put him 

on trial, lied about him, beat him, ripped off his clothes and his skin.  And the king who, just a couple hours 

earlier showed he had the power to do anything, did nothing to stop it from happening.  He did nothing.  Do you 

know how hard that is? 

How much strength did it take to do nothing after the whip ripped into his back the 1
st
 time, the 8

th
, the 

20
th

, the 32
nd

, the 39
th

 time?  What takes more strength, running away from that pain, or doing nothing through 

all of it?  What’s more impressive, using your power to come down from a cross, or using your power not to?  

What takes a stronger resolve and more determination, using your power to save your own innocent life, or 

using all your strength to save the people whose sins are killing you?  How strong is his love for you?  Jesus 

could have done anything.  So before you question the kind of king you have, remember the time he hung on a 

cross and did nothing.  

 Christians, we can’t possibly answer every question about our king, and the truth is, we don’t need to. 

We have a king who knows far better than we do. And today He wants you to see him die because he knows 

your life.  He knows it’s hard in ways that you never talk about. He knows you don’t have answers to many of 

your most important questions.  But when you do have your own walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, he wants you to see one thing so much worse – his.  And he wants you to remember that He was in 

complete control through all of it then, just as he is today.  And then he wants you to see him rise from it on the 

third day and hear him promise that, someday very soon, you will overcome all of this, because your firstfruits, 

your king, your savior, already did.    

 

 

 

 


