
 
 

God Will ALWAYS Be For Us 

If you were left alone on a desert island and could only have one book of the Bible, which one 

would you choose? While quite a few come to mind, I would say it’s difficult to argue with the 

book of Romans.  

Martin Luther said every Christian should read the whole book of Romans at his first 

opportunity, and then reread it, and even commit it to memory. You know why he said that? 

Because Luther, knew as well as anyone that a Christian’s life is a life filled with loss, with 

questions, filled with disappointment, filled with people who are undependable. He knew that 

Christians were going to have to deal with a whole lot of things which would make it seem that 

God wasn’t there for them either. So Luther pointed to Romans, because Romans is a section of 

the Bible which breaths the steadfast promises and answers of God to any Christian who has ever 

wondered if Jesus was really serious when he promised “I will be with you always.”    

These words I just read to you from Romans 8 were written to comfort Christians in Rome who 

are about to go through times of severe persecution for their faith. Some who read these words 

from Paul would one day stand before the blood thirsty crowds in the great Coliseum and hear 

them roar in delight as they are being attacked and torn apart by lions. And that’s just the tip of 

the iceberg in the history of the persecution of Christians. As you know, that struggle continues 

today.  

Just last week we talked about those Christians living in Iraq, Christians whose lives are taken 

from them for their steadfastness to their Lord. With such events all around us in the history of 

this world, it’s not difficult then to see why Paul would ask the question he does in verse 35 this 

morning:  
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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  

This isn’t a foolish question. These verses are read quite often at funerals, because they seem to 

express the question that so often pops into our minds on such difficult occasions:  “Does God 

still love me?  If so, why did he take my child from me?  What do I do now that my spouse of 50 

or more years is gone for good?” And physical death is hardly the only event in our life that 

makes us wonder about God’s love for us. Life itself can often be so very hard so much of the 

time.  And we wonder: if God loves us, why does he allow the things he does and how can they 

possibly be acts of love?  

Believe me, when a Christian is diagnosed with a life changing illness, experiences chronic pain 

or disability that will not go away until they die, when a Christian loses a loved one and things 

will seemingly never be the same again, the last thing they want to hear, is that this is all for their 

good. “Because God loves you….” Is an answer that doesn’t make sense.  

 Almost everyone has known a time when they have felt separated from God’s love, when they 

have felt abandoned by God, when they have wondered how anyone can say with a straight face 

that God is for us.   

In our section from Romans 8:35-39, God gives us another one of his extremely definitive 

answers to the question “Is God really for us?”The answer is most certainly “Yes.” But it’s how 

we get to that conclusion that’s important for us all to be reminded this morning.  

Romans does a really good job of showing us that we’re special. Special in what way? Special in 

the fact that you get to suffer. I know, that doesn’t sound so special does it? But it’s true. 

When Paul asks, “who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” then goes on to list one 

hardship after another. He’s really saying, “Christian, you’re going to face trouble, hardship, 



 
 

persecution, famine, nakedness, danger, and sword.” And do you know why that’s special? 

Because in that sense, you get to be like Jesus”  

“We are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” Paul writes.  In Biblical days, when it came 

time for a sacrifice, particular sheep were set aside to be sacrificed, to be butchered, and to die. 

Paul says that all Christians are like those sheep assigned to annihilation, or so it appears at 

times.  

Paul doesn’t give the Romans, or us, any assurance that things like trouble, hardship, or 

persecution won’t happen, nor does he pretend there are easy lives. Rather, he operates with the 

assumption that they will happen.  

Why? Because you are sheep just like the Lamb who was lead to the slaughter. And Jesus told 

his disciples: “if anyone would come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and 

follow me.”  

Denying ourselves, is sometimes the last thing we want to do isn’t it? When things go wrong, 

when we endure something that is out of our control. We want to be able to fix it, and if we can’t 

we want to hear an answer from God rather than just sit there and endure it.  

But Paul knows that feeling, and that’s exactly why he gives us this laundry list of potential trials 

in today’s section. He’s reminding us that we are really quite small and helpless while the 

powers around us in this life are quite large and beyond our control.  

I often like to think that as a father I can protect my daughters from anything. But if you’re a 

parent, then you know all too well, that most of the time we are helpless when it comes to 

stopping our children from facing difficulties, making mistakes, acquiring sicknesses, 

disabilities, and even experiencing heartbreak. And we sure can’t stop it in our own lives either. 

And so in a world where we have so little control, we can’t fathom a God who would be with us 

always, who would love us always, when we ourselves can’t even make such promises. So while 

Paul’s question “who can separate us from God’s love,” is important and inevitable; having the 

correct answer is even more important. 

Can God’s love be separated from us? Paul’s answer is definitive: “No, in all these things we 

are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” Conquerors! Some days that title seems 

laughable in this life doesn’t it? When you’re battling cancer, when you can barely get out of bed 

in the morning you’re so stiff, when you can feel the life draining from your loved one as you 

hold their hand at their death bed, “conquerors” isn’t exactly the feeling we get. But that’s what 

Paul calls us, literally translated, “hyper conquerors” “more than conquerors.” And that’s not a 

promise of what we will be but it’s given with a present tense verb! It’s what we are right now, 

today.   

Christians, with these words Paul is illustrating a very important truth when it comes to trial and 

pain. Our goal in this life isn't to merely emerge from or escape those things. Our goal isn't to 

survive. Our goal is to thrive even in the midst of it all. Victory is our heritage. As Christians, we 

live for Christ, with Christ and in Christ. And nothing can beat that! The best kept secret in the 

body of Christ is the blessed life that offers a greater clarity, higher quality, and deeper              

fulfillment                                                                                                .  

As Paul says in second Corinthians, “Therefore I will delight all the more in hardships and 

persecutions, because when I am weak then I am strong.” It’s when we are weak that we turn 

to Christ and HIS victory for our fulfillment, and that makes us strong conquerors because we 

know that Jesus can never let us down.  



 
 

Do you know what that means for you? It means that the wife and mother who loses her joy at 

home because she never feels appreciated by her children, never seems to please the man she 

married can say, "I live for Christ and he for me". There is victory. The employee who gets 

depressed daily because his employer finds it next to impossible to say, "good job", can say, 

"Christ lives for me and with him, it is well with my soul." There is victory. The dedicated 

church worker who despairs because he or she doesn't please everyone can say, "I serve Christ, 

and he fulfills me.” There is victory. My friends, we are more than conquerors, ONLY through 

him who gives us the victory! 

I know we don’t feel like that sometimes, and maybe you’re not feeling like that today. Maybe 

someone in your life has let you down. As human beings, we have a weak tendency to put too 

much confidence and reliance on the acts of our brothers and sisters.  

The promise, “I will always be there for you”, is a nice one.  We always want to know that 

we have people we can count on, someone we can turn to.  But those words can turn cruel and 

empty so quickly. The reality is that people won’t always be there for us.  Two young people 

marry and say these words, but circumstances may make that promise impossible to keep. 

Another factor which makes that promise impossible for us is death. You can be married for 60 

years, share every precious moment of your life together, and yet you still most likely won’t 

always be there for each other, because one of you one day will die. Death separates.  

And you know, if anyone should be able to make that promise, “I will always be there for 

you,” it should be your pastor right? But I can’t. Oh I will try. But I still can’t. The word always 

makes it humanly impossible no matter how much you love someone. So don’t depend too much 

on me, on another pastor, or on anyone else in your life, because you will be disappointed.  

No one can say, “I will always be there for you.”  It’s a promise that we simply can’t give 

because we don’t know what tomorrow will bring. And that’s what makes us different from our 

God. His love for us isn’t decided by how he feels today or tomorrow. He doesn’t let things 

happen to us because we deserve this or that. He doesn’t leave us because he doesn’t feel like 

putting up with us anymore. And death has no power over Him. 

No Paul says, For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons,
[b]

neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
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neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord.  

When we feel like God has left us, look at the reality.  Jesus loved us.  Look at him on the 

cross loving us as he enters the torments of hell in our place.  This act of love has overcome all 

things.  None of the consequences of sin: the violence, death, hunger, illness, pain—none of that 

can ever change the fact that Jesus died to take away your sins.  That love will always be there 

for you, he will never leave you.  

So depend completely, and eternally on your Lord and his love.  He is the only one who will 

not disappoint you, who will see you through your worst hours, who will never abandon you. 

God is ALWAYS for you. That is a powerfully comforting promise to always remember dear 

Christians, whether you are a senior in high school, or a senior citizen.  It’s a promise which 

allows us all to say, even in the deepest darkest, loneliest pits of life, “We are more than 

conquerors through him who loves us!” 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208:35-39#fen-NIV-28155b


 
 

 

 


