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This paraphrase of an ancient Communion hymn is set in responsorial fashion.

Text:
Tune:

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Note:

Sancti, venite, Christi corpus sumite, 7th century hymn; tr. by John M. Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
DRAW NEAR (10 10 10 10 and Refrain) Steven R. Janco, b. 1961 © 1992 World Library Publications.

This hymn is not covered by OneLicense.net. See the README file for more information.




“For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.” Ephesians 1:3-15
Living Word Lutheran Church

Johnson City, TN

Pastor Andrew Stuebs

423-416-0224 ~ pastorstuebslw@gmail.com 
A God’s-Eye View….of Election

Pentecost 9       
     

              July 22nd, 2018
Welcome!  “I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’”  So the Psalm writer exulted as he contemplated going to worship.  We too are glad to worship our gracious God!       

· The worship order is printed in this service folder.  

· A nursery is located down the hallway off the lobby.  

· Rest rooms: Take the left hallway off the lobby.  

Today’s Focus:   
Ever seen a picture taken from a bird’s-eye view? Photographs taken from a drone or an airplane give us a view like nothing we can see from this earth. The book of Ephesians is a bit like that in another way.  The Apostle Paul provides a God’s-eye view of things. With the book of Ephesians we’ll soar into God’s mind and learn what he sees. This God’s-eye view will allow us to see the past and the future. It gives us a good look at what sinful humans can’t normally see: the truth about spirituality. Today, we look at a topic from Scripture that we don’t always like to talk about: Election. What does God say about it? What doesn’t he say? Listen to His Word this morning to see what God sees. 
Serving the Lord and Us:  Hymnsoft: Steve Cox; Ushers: Loving’s; Acolyte: Micha Lane; Broadmore Ministry: John Reightler
Silent Prayer: Heavenly Father, you chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in your sight. Help us to live as your chosen people. Through your Word today, help us to see that your doctrine of election is one of tremendous comfort and assurance. We ask this in Jesus name, Amen. 
2
The Sacrament of Holy Communion: We believe what God’s Word says. God’s Word clearly teaches that along with the bread and wine we receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26,28; Mk. 14:22,24; Lk. 22:19-22). God’s Word also tells us that those who take Communion together are to:

1. Recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are miraculously present in the Sacrament (1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29)

2. Examine their hearts of sin and intend with the help of God to turn from their sinful ways (1 Cor. 11:28)

3. Be united in faith with the congregation with which they commune (1 Cor 10:17)

    Therefore we ask that those who have not had the opportunity to understand our Scriptural confession would speak with the pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning. It is our sincere desire to share in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper with you according to the pattern Jesus himself has given us in His Word. God tells us to take His sacrament and its celebration very seriously. He also warns that all those who don’t fully understand what they are receiving can actually take the sacrament to their detriment (1 Cor 11:23-29). We would never want that. Therefore we want to make sure you know what you are receiving, only out of love for you and for those worshiping with you.  
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We Come into God’s Presence
Please stand
INVOCATION and CONFESSION
PLEASE STAND
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: (spoken) Amen.

Pastor: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
Congregation: For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight.
Pastor: In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will
Congregation:  To the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
ALL SING: #399 To God Be the Glory – Verse 1
To God be the glory; great things he has done!

He so loved the world that he gave us his Son,

Who yielded his life an atonement for sin

And opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the people rejoice!

Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son

And give him the glory – great things he has done!

Pastor: Despite His gracious calling, we have not lived as children who are holy and blameless.
Congregation: We have sinned in our thoughts, in our words, and in our actions. We have run away from God’s holy will for us. We have turned to our own ways and our own plans instead of God’s. For these, and for all our sins, have mercy on us heavenly Father, forgive us our sins. 
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A moment of silence for private confession and reflection

Pastor: God our father did not choose us BECAUSE we were holy and blameless in his sight. God chose us TO BE holy and blameless in his sight. 

Congregation: In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace that he lavished on us.
Pastor: Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and in accordance with that grace, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation: Amen

ALL SING: Verse 2

Oh, perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,

To ev’ry believer the promise of God;

The vilest offender who truly believes,

That moment from Jesus a pardon receives. 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the people rejoice!

Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son

And give him the glory – great things he has done!

PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P:  Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy and to bring forth fruits in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
Great things he has taught us, great things he has done,

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son,

But purer and higher and greater will be

Our joy and our wonder when Jesus we see.  Refrain. 

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord!  Let the people rejoice!

Oh, come to the Father through Jesus the Son

And give him the glory – great things he has done!
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The Word of God

FIRST LESSON: Amos 7:10-17 
God offers his gift of salvation free and full to all people. God is serious about his Word whether we are or not. He paid such a high price for salvation that his judgment is fierce on those who trample it and cast it aside.  
Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message to Jeroboam king of Israel: "Amos is raising a conspiracy against you in the very heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his words. 11  For this is what Amos is saying: " 'Jeroboam will die by the sword, and Israel will surely go into exile, away from their native land.' " 12  Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Get out, you seer! Go back to the land of Judah. Earn your bread there and do your prophesying there. 13  Don't prophesy anymore at Bethel, because this is the king's sanctuary and the temple of the kingdom." 14  Amos answered Amaziah, "I was neither a prophet nor the son of a prophet, but I was a shepherd, and I also took care of sycamore-fig trees. 15  But the Lord took me from tending the flock and said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.' 16  Now then, hear the word of the Lord. You say, " 'Do not prophesy against Israel, and stop preaching against the descendants of Isaac.' 17  "Therefore this is what the Lord says: " 'Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, and your sons and daughters will fall by the sword. Your land will be measured and divided up, and you yourself will die in a pagan country. And Israel will surely go into exile, away from their native land.' "
VERSE OF THE DAY: Alleluia. The Word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart so you may obey it. Alleluia. (Deuteronomy 30:14)
GOSPEL: Mark 6:7-13
 Jesus sends out his chosen with a message of grace. He sends them out only with what they received. Some will reject it, some will receive it. 
Calling the Twelve to him, he began to send them out two by two and gave them authority over impure spirits. 8These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff-no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 9Wear sandals but not an extra shirt. 10  Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, leave that place and shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them." 12They went out and preached that people should repent. 13They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
6
HYMN OF THE DAY: #774 - Church of God Elect and Glorious
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SERMON: Ephesians 1:3-14
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This hymn emphasizes how Christians naturally fulfill what God has created and called them to be in
Christ Jesus.

Text: James E. Seddon, 1915-1983 © 1982 Jubilate Hymns, Ltd. (admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL
60188). All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: ABOTT’S LEIGH (87 87 D) Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1992 © 1942, Ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will- 6to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment-to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 11In him we were also chosen, having been 
8
predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12in order that we, who were the first to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory.
CHOSEN BY GOD
We Respond to God’s Grace

NICENE CREED

(Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word. Christians composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity.)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,

and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.      

9
We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(*The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.” The Church consists of all believers in heaven and on earth, of every time in history.)
THE OFFERING  

(The members of Living Word have joined together to spread God’s message both in this community and around the world.  If you are a visitor, please do not feel obligated to participate in the offering.  You’re our guests - we thank you for joining us to worship God today. Please take a moment to fill out the friendship registers.) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH AND LORD’S PRAYER

          Matthew 6:9-13

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen.
THE SACRAMENT
Living Word practices close communion. We do this based upon the Bible’s instructions in the responsive passages below. Therefore we ask that only members (WELS & ELS) partake of the Sacrament (see the note on page 3). If you have any questions at all, please feel free to speak with Pastor after the service today.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 

M: Everyone ought to examine their hearts before partaking of the Lord’s Supper. 

1 Corinthians 11:28 
C:  I confessed my transgressions to the Lord and he forgave the guilt of my sin. Psalm 32:5 
M: Everyone ought to recognize the true body and blood of the Lord in this Supper.     


1 Corinthians 11:29
C: The bread that we break and the cup that we bless are a participation in body and blood of Christ. 1 Corinthians 10:16
M: Those partaking of the Lord’s Supper are to be united in fellowship as one body. Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 1 Corinthians 10:17 

Silent prayer for personal reflection and meditation
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(Jesus took bread and gave thanks [Matthew 26:26].)

M:
Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power.

By his incarnation, he became one with us.

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will.

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 


By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven.
Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting.
C:  Amen. 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  Matthew 26:26-28   Corinthians 11:24,25

(As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for the Lord’s use. The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ's death.)

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

11
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:  Amen. 
O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  
Agnus Dei
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PLEASE BE SEATED
12
DISTRIBUTION HYMN: #740 Draw Near 

13
SONG OF SIMEON (after distribution of the Lord’s Supper)
Nunc Dimittis
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M:
We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen.
BLESSING: 
M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.

 Serve the Lord with gladness.  

 The Lord bless you and keep you.

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:  Amen.
CLOSING HYMN: #379 Amazing Grace
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Announcements

Welcome!  We pray that each of us were blessed as we reflected on God’s grace this morning. If this is your first time at Living Word, we pray it will be the first of many!  Please direct any questions you might have to Pastor Stuebs or one of the members.  Come back soon!  And often! 
Family Bible Study: Today we begin a new family study entitled: Timely Topics, Timeless Truths. This series brings real world issues people are talking about into a Bible study setting. All ages are welcome. We’ll have coloring stations for the younger children and families. Lesson topics are as follows:
Lesson 1
Intelligent Design
Friend or foe in the war of worldviews?


Lesson 2
Gender Identity
Who makes the call (and how)?


Lesson 3
Close Communion
Are we closing the door 








on reaching the lost?

Lesson 4
Duel Citizenship
Can my pastor talk politics?
Budget Approval Meeting – On Sunday, July 29th, our congregation will hold its annual voter’s meeting to approve the budget for 2018-2019. If you did not receive a copy of the proposed budget last week, they are on the table in the entry. 
Upcoming Confirmation Students: If you have a child entering 6th, 7th, or 8th grade confirmation, please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board. We are putting together a list of names for each class. We will contact you in August to set up class times for your children. Thank you! 
Marriage Enrichment: It’s simple, really. Marriage is a man and a woman promising to live together as husband and wife until death. But anyone who has tried it knows it’s also complicated. Spend the weekend with your spouse making it simple again. In Simply Marriage couples learn to overcome frustration, appreciate their incompatibility, break patterns that destroy oneness, use words that work and grow more intimate. 

Register for Simply Marriage in Chattanooga, Tennessee, January 25-27, 2019. See the poster or brochures in our lobby.  Visit www.wels.net/adult-discipleship for more information and to register. Space is limited so register soon! More information can be found on the bulletin board in the entry. If you have any questions, please speak with pastor. 
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Prayers Requested
Donna Leonard. Charlotte Hallahan. Janeice George. Scott Wheeler (Linda Birdwell’s brother) cancer. Charles Ray (Reightler family member) – suffering from medical problems. Brian Doran (friend of Laurie Heard) cancer. Ann Hallahan (Dan Hallahan’s mom) failing health. Amber Kulkarni (friend of Julie Webster) breast cancer. William Rafuls – colon cancer. Mary Fields (family of the Lane’s) brain and lung cancer.  Willam Saylor (Debbie Harrington’s brother) COPD. Winford Gray (friend of Craig Shepherd) lung cancer. Emil and Bernice Lupu (parents of Paul Lupu) dementia. Maryanna White – Recovering from surgery. Joshua Keefer and family (friends of Kloosterman’s) Joshua diagnosed with cancer. Christine Bradish – Surgery Recovery and chemotherapy treatment. Amy Johnson – breast cancer. Bill Allen – health struggles. Franklin Storms (Doris Shelton’s cousin) cancer recurrence. Reba Saylor (Debbie Harrington’s Mother) hospitalized – kidney failure. Kenneth White and family – grieving the loss of Kenneth’s Mother, Eva Beals.
Please share all prayer requests with the Living Word office secretary, Kim Saucier. From time to time the prayer requests will be edited in order to keep the list current. If you notice a request you’ve made is removed, but would like to continue your request, please let Kim know.

June Offering Numbers:
Year to Date: Budgeted – 208,603 / Received – 182,596 = -26,007

Month: Budgeted – 17,384 / Received – 14,686 = -2,698  
This Week at Living Word:


Next Sunday:
9:30 – Worship 

10:35- Congregational Voter’s Meeting to approve Budget

10:45 – Family Bible Study
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