
 
 

The Lord Remembers his Forgetful Children 

How could Sampson be so forgetful? When you consider this whole story, from beginning to 

end, that seems to be the question the natural question to ask.  Samson is one of those Bible 

history characters that you just love as a kid. His superhuman strength that could tear apart a 

lion with his bare hands.  Samson was like a Biblical Hercules, a real life superhero. Everybody 

knew him, his enemies feared him, and his countrymen followed him. In the eyes of the world, 

Samson lacked nothing.   

But what often gets lost in the mind of a Sunday School child is what Samson forgot.  Samson 

was supposed to be more than just a strong, mighty warrior.  You see, Samson lived during the 

time after Israel had entered the promised land and before they had their first king. This period 

of time was called the time of the judges. The time of the judges is summarized by this sentence 

from the Bible “everyone did as he saw fit,” meaning that there really was no one to enforce 

the laws God had handed down to the Israelites. But God had a unique way of handling this 

situation among his people. When the Israelites forgot about God and his laws, God sent enemy 

armies to subjugate his people, in the hope that they would remember him and turn back in 

repentance. Then God would send a judge – a leader who would lead Israel to triumph over 

their enemies, and for a time back to the ways of their God. But then the judge would die and 

the cycle would repeat itself all over again. Samson was one of these judges God sent to rescue 

his people. But Sampson was unique in more ways than just the fact that he was called to be 

Israel’s judge.  

Sampson was set apart by God to be a Nazirite for life.  Now being a Nazarite meant that he 

was supposed to live a life of self-denial as a sign of dedication to the Lord. A Nazarite could 

not cut their hair, could not drink alcohol, and could never go anywhere near a dead body, even 

if a member of their own family died.  This was an extreme vow of self-denial that not only 

gave worship to the one true God, but also helped to focus on godly living.   

So, how did Samson fare at this life-long calling of self-denial?  Well, let's see.  Some time after 

he killed that lion, he came across its carcass which was full of honey. Instead of staying away, 

Sampson helped himself.  Shouldn’t have done that.  Another time he threw a feast as he was 

arranging his wedding.  Not a big deal, except that the Hebrew makes it pretty clear that alcohol 

was involved, and leaves little doubt that Samson took part.  Oh, and did I mention that the 

woman he wanted to marry was a Philistine?  Another big no-no in God's eyes.  And then there 

was the time that Samson spent a night with a prostitute. So what does this all add up to?  A life 

of self-denial?  Not so much.  Samson lived a life of self-indulgence.  In the eyes of the world 

he had it all, but in the process, he forgot his calling. And in so doing, Samson was losing his 

soul.   

 Now, when we think of Samson’s Philistine wife, Delilah, we probably picture this secretive, 

manipulative, scheming woman right? But the truth is, she was not very deceptive at all. She 

told Samson exactly what she wanted: the secret to his strength. Three times Samson put her off 

with false answers. Each time her Philistine buddies were hiding in his closet and bound him 

while he slept. But each time Samson broke his bonds and easily fought them off with his 

strength. Samson knew this woman was a spy and traitor. He knew that she was tempting him 



 
 

and trying to bring about his destruction. But still he played with her until finally he gave in and 

revealed the secret to his strength, and she cut his hair, leading to his downfall in today’s lesson. 

How could Samson be so forgetful? 

Samson’s great fall is utterly impossible to account for. He had everything going for him. And 

so we are left with only one possible conclusion. The main reason Samson completely forgot 

his calling, is because he could.  

And that, my brothers and sisters, is terrifying. The only explanation for Samson’s sin is 

selfishness, a ferocious evil that lurked inside even a man dedicated from birth to serve the 

Lord, watching and waiting for its opportunity. Those opportunities presented themselves in the 

life of Samson. That evil struck, and struck hard.  

And that’s terrifying, because the same evil lurks inside you and me. And it’s good for us to 

think about what all that means.  

Jesus warns us in today’s Gospel: What Good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world 

yet forfeits his souls? Those words paint us a perfect picture of Samson don’t they? He had the 

world: strength fame power leadership love. Yet he was losing his soul, why? Because he could.  

Friends, it is good for us, first, to recall those times that what kept us from doing what Samson 

did was primarily the fact that we’re not the strongest man in the world and we can’t do 

everything we want.  

It is good for us to reflect on the times when we too forgot our calling as the Lord’s children, to 

deny ourselves, and take up our crosses and follow him. 

Friends, we all have blessings, and the greatest of those is most certainly the knowledge of the 

word of God. But let’s be perfectly clear, the Lord is not impressed if we can recite the meaning 

of the first commandment, “we should fear, love, and trust in God above all things,” only to add 

in the back of our minds, “so long as it doesn’t make me uncomfortable while doing it.” The 

Lord is not impressed if our take on the third commandment is simply “remembering that it is 

Sunday” while we prioritize all the other activities on our family schedule above the Word of 

God.  The Lord is not impressed if we know that marriage is all about selflessness, only to point 

out to our spouse how selflessly they should serving us. And I’m sorry but keeping the 8
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commandment doesn’t mean “only telling the truth about my classmate or coworker when it 

serves to build me up.” Sometimes it’s easy to forget how much we like to serve ourselves.   

“If anyone wants to come after me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”  

Let us be aware that our spiritual problem, runs a little deeper than the fact that too often we just 

get too busy and forget about God. Our spiritual problem runs a little deeper than the fact that 

occasionally we miss an opportunity to tell that friend or that coworker about Jesus.  

What is your calling Christians? It’s not to gain the whole world and the whole world’s 

affection, yet forfeit your soul.  

Samson had gained everything and all by using the gifts God had given him ….. for himself. 

And where did that get him? Well, you see in today’s text. He was the dinner entertainment for 

a crowd of unbelievers. He was treated as an animal, paraded in front of the Philistines at a 

party for a false fish-god, eyes gouged out, strength gone.  



 
 

The difficult question in this text maybe isn’t “How could Samson forget.” I would say it’s 

much more so, “Why would God remember?”  

Think about this: There’s no crying on the part of Samson as he begs for God’s mercy here, 

there’s no getting down on his knees and begging God to forgive him, even after all the selfish 

and self-glorifying acts he’s done. There’s nothing exceptional about Samson’s plea. 

“Sovereign LORD, remember me….” He cries. 

Do you remember another place in the Bible where such a simple plea is made? It was another 

man who had forgotten his calling. Another man who had fallen off the path of righteousness, 

strayed away, lived a dishonorable thieving life, and wound up hanging on a cross, hurling 

insults at the Lord of life at his side. But He too was humbled in his lowest moment, only 

leaving him with a simple plea, “Remember me.” And what was God’s response? “Today, you 

will be with me in paradise.”  Why would God remember such a person? There’s only one 

possible conclusion to such a question: Because he could.  

Both Samson and the thief on the cross finally remembered that it wasn’t about them in any 

way shape or form, and in that way, they both died better than they lived. During Samson’s 

lifetime, he wanted to be remembered by man as the greatest of all time. And so he made a great 

name for himself, conquered every task he faced, to the glory of Samson. But in his death, he 

prays to be remembered by God. In the strength of the forgiveness that was his, he begged for 

the Lord to remember him. To “just once more” permit him to be what he was born to be, a 

Nazarite on a special mission to begin to deliver Israel from the yoke of the philistines.  

And remember Him, God did. And sometimes friends, God remembers to humble us, so that he 

can remember to strengthen us, as he did with Samson.  Then Samson reached toward the two 

central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on 

the one and his left hand on the other, 
30 

Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” 

Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the 

people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived. 

Samson’s name shows up one other place in the bible.  You know where? His name is listed in 

Hebrews chapter 11 as a “hero of faith.”  “Samson … through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, and (here’s the most important part) gained what was promised.”  And 

you may have noticed that Samson did all those things in the very last moments he lived.  He’s 

not considered a hero because of his amazing strength. He’s a hero because, with his dying 

breath, he lived by faith. 

God remembered Samson, just as remembers you. Not because you beg him to, not because you 

pick up your cross and follow him so well. No, God remembers you, because he can. Because 

in Jesus, every selfish and forgetful act we’ve committed has been forgotten.  

The one who remembered a lowly thief and a selfish judge, will also remember you when you 

come into his kingdom. Because our God didn’t come to earth with muscles that were strong.  

But with a love that is.  That’s who our God is.  His grace is amazing. Rest in that grace, give 

thanks for it, not because it promises glory in this life, but because it offers you the opportunity 

to follow in your Savior’s footsteps, to live under His cross. And to joyfully make the same 

simple plea, “Remember me…,” knowing that your Lord will.  



 
 

As the Psalmist says, “Give thanks to the Lord he is good, his love endures forever. He 

remembered us in our low estate, His love endures forever. He freed us from our enemies, 

His love endures forever. Give thanks to the God of heaven, His love endures forever.” Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


